DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

UNIFORM UNIT CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I

NAME
Section 1.  The name of this Unit shall be ___________________________ Unit to Post No. __________, The American Legion, Department of Massachusetts.

ARTICLE II

NATURE

Section 1.  The American Legion Auxiliary is a civilian organization of women, and each member shall perform her full duty as a citizen according to her conscience and understanding, and according to the Constitution of the United States of America.

Section 2.  The American Legion Auxiliary shall be absolutely non-political and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor for any promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment.

ARTICLE III

ELIGIBILITY

Two Classes of Women Eligible.  All women who are eligible to membership in the Auxiliary come under one of the following classifications:

Section 1.  (a)  Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, great granddaughters, grandmothers, step-daughters, step-granddaughters, step-great granddaughters of members of the American Legion; and to the mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, and great-granddaughters, grandmothers of all men and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during any of the following periods:  April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918;  December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946; 

June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955; February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975; 

August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984; December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990; 

August 2, 1990 to the date of cessation; all dates inclusive, or who, being citizens of the United States at the time of their entry therein, served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the Governments associated with the United States during any of said periods, and died in line of duty or after honorable discharge.

(b) Women who of their own right are eligible to membership in The American Legion.

Section 2.  There shall be two classes of membership.  (a) Senior Membership shall be composed of members over the age of eighteen (18) years; provided, however, that a wife under the age of eighteen (18) years, who is eligible under Section 1 of this Article shall be classed as a senior member.  (b) Junior Membership shall consist of that group under the age of eighteen (18) years, whose activities shall be supervised by the Senior membership.  Upon reaching the age of eighteen (18) years, Junior members shall automatically be admitted into Senior membership with full privileges.  (c) Dues for both classes shall be paid annually.

ARTICLE IV

POWERS
Section 1.  This Auxiliary Unit shall be attached to Post No. __________ subject to the rules and regulations of the Department of Massachusetts and the National American Legion Auxiliary, by which it is chartered.

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS
Section 1.  The officers of this Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary shall be as follows:  one President; one Senior and one Junior Vice President; one Secretary; one Treasurer; one Chaplain; one Historian and at least one Sergeant-at-Arms.

ARTICLE VI

TAXES
Section 1.  This Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary shall pay an annual per capita tax to the National American Legion Auxiliary and to the Department of Massachusetts, and such other assessments as may be levied from time to time.

Section 2.  The annual National per capita tax shall be decided annually by the National American Legion Auxiliary.

Section 3.  This Unit shall pay annual dues to the District Council in which it holds membership.

ARTICLE VII

DELINQUENCY
Section 1.  Any member delinquent to January 31st of the year of delinquency shall automatically be dropped from the rolls and may not thereafter be reinstated without the payment of all past dues or by re-establishing her eligibility and making application as a new member.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES
Section 1.  The President shall appoint committees to correspond to and cooperate with the Department Committees and form such other committees as the needs of this Unit may require.

Section 2.  Committees shall be appointed from members in good standing.

Section 3.  All committee reports shall be made in writing by the chairman and after presentation to the Auxiliary Unit shall be given to the Secretary for the Unit records.

ARTICLE IX

UNIT FUNDS
Section 1.  The fiscal year shall be from July 1st to June 30th.  (Dept. Convention 2002)

Section 2.  The revenue of the Auxiliary Unit is derived from the annual membership dues and such other sources as the Unit may determine.

Section 3.  No appropriation or expenditure shall be made excepting those authorized by a majority of the members present at any meeting of this Auxiliary Unit.

Section 4.  The Executive Committee shall be the trustees of all property of this Unit, real and personal.

ARTICLE X

AMENDMENTS
Section 1.  These bylaws may be amended by the consent of the Department Executive Committee.

Section 2.  Amendments shall become operative as soon as adopted.

ARTICLE XI

PARLIAMENTARY RULINGS
Section 1.  This Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary shall be governed by “Roberts Rules of Order Revised” in all points not covered by this Constitution and Bylaws, of Massachusetts.  (Dept. Convention 2002)
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